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* N . R OSBORNE 1 his pa- 
TE GY per with a Quotation "from a late 
A ts Tract, wherein 'tis ſaid “ That 
« an Honourable Gentleman had; 
ce it ſeems, laid the foundation 
4 oof a 3 Exciſe, and that the French 
loſt their Liberties when a Salt-Tax was im— 
poſed on them. And then adding, that“ 
4 Theſe are terrible things, theſe are the Bug— 
c bears of a Party, to fright the good People 
« of England out of their Wits. ” And yet, 

notwithſtanding this manner of treating the 
Subject of a General Exciſe, he concludes his 
Performaace in theſe Words: © If the Ho- 
ce nourable Gentleman intends to take off, by 
6 degrees, the Taxes on Soap, Candles, Salt, 
Cc. and Strong Becr too (which is become 
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t neceſlary to the poor labouring People), and 
<« will raiſe the Surplus for the Goverment 
« by a General Exciſe upon the Luxuries of 
„Life, he will be the greateſt Benefactor to 
the Kingdom, and his Name will be had 
ce jn everlaſting Remembrance; but there are 
« indeed, adds he, two things which ſhould 


ce be well weighed before the Project be en- 
s tered upon, which are, that the Exciſes may 


te be raiſed by the feweſt Number of Officers 
ce poſſible, and that no Officers may be per- 
© mitred to enter into private Houſes, but 
« that the Duties be paid in to a certain 
e Place, and to certain Perſons authorized 
by Law. If this can be contrived and ſettled, 


A General Exciſe will be a National Bleſ- 
* ſing.” 


"A 


A 


£ 
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I dare 3 there is no Perſon? lat read the 
beginning of this Paper, who4inagined there 
was any intention to exciſe any other Com- 


 modities than what are already exciſcable ; nor 
when he reads the latter part of it, but muſt 


perceive Mr Osborne is throughly convinced, 


that an Exciſe on many other Commodities 
is intended. It is hardly poſlible to think, 
he, who was Author of the one Paſlage could 


be Aurhor of the other. The latter comes 


from a Perſon who ſeems to wiſh the Wel- 


fare and Happineſs of his Fellow Subjects; the 


firſt, from one who ſeems to have no Regard 


left 
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left for the Liberty and Property of the Peo- 
ple of Great Britain. 

I wiſh, with Mr Osborne, Exciſes could be ſo 
contrived and ſettled as to be National Bleſſings. 
I am free to declare it is impoſſible to make 
them ſuch to the People of Great Britain, be- 


cauſe they can never be ſo contrived and ſet. 


tled as to anſwer the End of zncreaſing the 
Revenue without a very great Number of 
Officers; and permitting thoſe Officers to en- 
ter into Private Houſes; and this every one 
who reads this Paper will readily fee Mr 


 Osborne is very ſenſible muſt be the Caſe, 
and therefore it certainly became him to have 


been more ſerious, as well as more candid, 
when he was writing upon a Matter of ſuch 
Concern to the Trade and Manufattures, as 
well as the Liberty and Welfare of a Nation. 
But, the Writer of the Caſe of the Revival of 


the Salt. Duty, fully ſtated and conſider d, has 


not ſaid in any part of his Book, in direct 
Words, how true ſoever it might have been 


if he had ſaid, © that an Honorable Gentle- 


<« man hath laid the foundation of a General 
« Exciſe, and that the French loſt their Liberties 
* when a $.it-Duty was impoſed on them.“ But 


perhaps Mr Osborne may infer it from ſome 


Paſſages in this Piece, which I muſt own may 


incline any Perſon to think ſo, who is, as Mr 


Osborne ſeems to be, in the Secret, that the 
Exciſes of ſeveral Commodities, not yet un- 
der an Exciſe, is intended. 
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e Whether the Money, ſays Mr Osborne, 
e which was neceſſary to be raiſed in lieu 
* of the Land Tax, might not have been rai- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ver reach'd the lower ſort of the People, is 
a Point which 1 won't diſpute. Perhaps it 


cc 


cc 


"DE Which time J hope to ſee all the bur- 


* thenſome Taxes taken off, and the Money 


te raiſcd by a general Exciſe on Luxury.” By 


Mr Osborne's talking in this Strain, it ſeems to 
me, he is no Friend to the Salt-Duty, and 
is of Opinion 500,000 J. might have been 
| raiſed another Way, with leſs Expence, and 
without affecting the Lower ſort of People. 
1 will not pretend to ſuggeſt by what way he 
may think it could have been raiſed ; but 1 


am very ſure a General Exciſe on Luxury. will 


not raiſe 500,000 J. a Year over and above all 


Duties of Cuſtoms and Exciſes already charged 
on ſuch Commodities ſerving. 


I ſhall be glad to ſze an eſfectual flop to 


Luxury, and to find the Salt-Duty laſt 2 
three Tears, and by that time the moſt bur- 

thenſome Taxes on our Trade and Manufac- 
tures taken off. But J muſt own 1 am not 
ſanguine enough to expect {o great Bleſſings | 


attending the People of England. 1 appre- 


hend Mr Osborne has never conſidered, or 


docs not know from whence the Publick Re- 


venues chiefly ariſe, and what a very great Part 
ariles from the Importation of ſuch Commo- 


dities 


ſed another way, with leſs Expence, and ne- 


might; however 'tis to laſt but three Years, 
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dities, which are neither, Neceſſarles of Life, 
or uſeful in working up any of our Manu- 
tactures. 


But that Mr Osborne's Scheme in n raiſing 


of Money on Luxury will not anſwer, provi- 
ded any of the Benefits which he propoſes 


ſhould ariſe from it, is pretty evident by the 
following Paſſage in his Paper. 


« It is ſo far from being Cruel, Arbitrary, 


and a Badge of Slavery (as it is affirmed) 
to raiſe Taxes by Exciſes, that tis the high- 
eſt Juſtice, that all Men ſhould pay Taxes, 
in proportion to their Expences ; and tho' 
the words General Exciſe have, by fooliſh 
Cuſtom, a frightful Idea annext to them, 
yet a Genen Exciſe, excluſive of the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life and Trade, is the moſt 
reaſonable thing in the World. For then 
it will be in cvery Man's Power to tax 
himſelf, and pay juſt what he pleaſes. Be- 
ſides many other Benefits which will ariſe 
fcom it, great Numbers of Perſons, who 


now ſpend more than they ought, will be 


brought to conſider, which is the firſt Step 
to Wiſdom; and the lower People, when 
they ſhall find themſelves obliged to pay ſo 
ce much to the Government for the Luxuries 


of Tea, Coffee, Wine, Fine Linnen, Cam- 


bricks, and other Follies of Life, will re— 
trench their Expences, and be brought to 
a Senſe of their Extrayagance, ſooner than 
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“e by all the Divine, Moral and Philoſophical 
ec Lectures in the World. 


I will not enter into any Diſpute with Mr 


Osborne, whether the laying greater Duties on 
theſe Commodities may not ſooner bring a 


great Part of Mankind to retrench their Ex- 
pences, and to a Senſe of their Extravagance, 


than any Divine, Moral, or Philoſophical Lec- 


tures; but, I beg leave to acquaint him, that 
there are already very great Duties, either of 
Cuſtoms or Exciſes on the ſeveral Commodities, 


| ſerving only for Luxury. And to obſerve that 
if higher Duties are laid upon all Commodi- 
ties of Luxury, which will neceſſarily raiſe their 


Prices, it may probably bring, as Mr Osborne 


imagines, all Ranks, Orders, Degrees, and Con- 


ditions of Perſons to conſider and retrench their 
Expence in ſuch Commodities. But when 
this comes to be the happy Situation of the 


Nation, I dare ſay, the Gentleman Mr Osborne 
had in his Eye, whilſt he was writing this Paper, 
will not, if he continue in Power, be pleaſed 


with it; ſince it muſt neceflarily occaſion a 


| Decreaſe in the Revenues appropriated as well 
to pay the Principal and Intereſt of the Pub- 


lick Debts, as to anſwer the Civil Liſt. 
It is well, if the great Deſire to Encreaſe the 
Produce of the Revenues may not have hin- 


dred many Things, in the Courſe of ſome 


Years paſt, from being done, which were ab- 
olutcly neceſſary ſhould have been done, in 
regard 


of FFP rr WT None gui, 


ES 1 


regard to the future Welfare and Happineſs 


of the People of Great Britain, and which 


unleſs timely attended to, we may ſoon find 


ourſelves without any Gold or Silver remain- 


ing in this Kingdom. This is a Matter which 
was ſome Years ago recommended to Public 


Conſideration; when it was obſerved, that 


however the Amount of the Sinking Fund 
might prove the Greatneſs of the Revenue the 


Nation was poſſeſſed of, and the ſolid Foun- 
dation on which the Public Debts ſtood, yet 


that, nnlefs ſuch Revenue aroſe by Duties of 


Cuſtoms and Exciſes, from a Traffic, wherein 
the Value of the Exportations exceeded thoſe 


of the Importations, it was ſo far from being 
a pleaſing Proſpect, as then publickly declared, 


that it was much more the general Intereſt of 
the Nation, that the Debts ſhould never be paid, 
than to have th paid by the Produce of the 


Revennes upon i. - Importation of Commodi- 


ties, which occaſioned the Balance of Trade to 
run largely againſt us, and which Commodities, 
by their continuing to be imported in an equal 
Degree, muſt bring inevitable Ruin to the Na- 


tion long before the great Debt which the Pub- 
lick labour d under was poſlible to be paid off. 


« Whatever, PRA Mr Osborne, may be faid 


“about the Salt. Duty, this I am ſurc of, that 


* 


caſing the Land was the moſt juſt and equir- 
« able Thing in the World, tho' according to 


c 


* 


« againlt 


the miraculous Maxims of the Gentlemen 
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(5 ] 
againſt the Adminiſtration, the Land can 
never be eaſed, becauſe they ſay all Taxes 
fall neceſſarily and ultimately upon Land, 
and for the Truth of this wonderful Phe- 
© nomenon, they quote the Authority of Mr 
« Locke. It will be acknowledged Mr Locke's 


A 


* 


C 


N 


— 


c 


Authority will go as far as any Man's, but 


« his Authority ſignifies nothing again com- 


* mon Senſe and Feeling”, 


I wish Mr Osborne had given us his Reaſons 
why the Eaſing the Land is the moſt juft 
and equitable Thing in the World. It might 


have been ſo, provided no Money had been 


raiſed in Lieu of the Land-Tax on the Trader, 


Manufacturer, Farmer, and Day Labourer, 


which in the End muſt neceſſarily affect the 


Land. This 1 would demonſtrate from Mr 


Locke, but that we arc told, his Authority 
ſignifies nothing againſt common Senſe and 
Feeling; therefore 1 ſhall take the Liberty of 
producing a greater Authority, and that is Mr 


Osborne himielf, who expreſſeth himſelf in 
theſe Words. | 


« It ought to be a Maxim held ſacred by 
all wiſe and good Governments, never to 
e rax the Neceflaries of Life, nor the Neceſſa- 
« ries of our Mauufactury. For if the 
« Neccſlaries of Life are taxed, the Expence of 
the poorer and lower ſort of People muſt 


« be greater; by which Mcans thole who 


ba, * live 
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* live on Farming Lands, will be leſs able to 
*< pay their Rents, and ſupport their Families, 


| 7 and ſo will become burthenſome to the State, 
And; if 


ce and prejudicial to the Landlord. 
« What is neceſſary to be uſed in our Manu- 
« factures be taxed, the Manufacturers muſt, 
« by having the Neceſſaries of Life and Ma- 
« nufadtury both taxed, live and work at a 


e greater Expence, which Expence muſt be 


« paid by the Maſters, and ſo the Goods 


«© manufactured muſt be neceſſarily dearer. 


« For which reaſon they will not come ſo 
e cheap to Foreign Markets, and other Na- 


cc tions, who are wile enough to avoid theſe 
« Evils, will under-fell us, to the great 


ce Prejudice of our Trade and Wealth.“ 


The Maxims which ſome Gentlemen im- 
-bibe, and for which they have the Authority 
of Mr Locke, have their Foundation from Ex- 
Perience, and the Realon of Things. There- 
fore it had certainly become Mr Osborne, be- 
fore he had ſo dogmatically pronounced that 
the Authority of Mr Locke ſignified nothing 
againſt common Senſe and beeling, to have 
ſhewn, that this was the the very Caſe; which 
as Mr Osborne has not done, he is called up- 


on to ſhew, that the three following Poſiti- 


ons of Mr Locke are contrary to common Senſe 


and Feeling. Mr Locke ſays, ©. - 
3 "TA. - Firſt, | 


| 
| 
| 
1 
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ee Firſt, ThatTaxes however contriv'd, and out | 


of whoſe hands ſoever immediately taken, 
do, in a Country where their Great Fund is 


Land, for the moſt part terminate on Land; 
ſince whatſoever the People is chiefly main- 
tained by, that the Government — a 
itſelf on. 
« Secondly, That a Tax upon Land ſcems 

hard to the Landholder, becauſe it is ſo 


much Money going viſibly out of his Poc- 
ket, and therefore as an Eaſe to himſelf, 
the Landholder is always forward to lay it 
on Commodities. But if he will throughly 
conſider it and examine the Effects, he will 


find, he buys this ſeeming Eaſe at a very dear 
Rate, and tho' he pays not the Tax im- 
mediately out of his own Purſe, yet his Purſe 


will find it by a greater want of Money 


there at the End of the Year than that comes 


to, with the leflening of his Rents to boot, 


which is a ſettled and a laſting Evil, that 


will ſtick upon him beyond the preſent Pay- 
ment. 


«© Thirdly, That ſuppoſi ing, to ſhift off the 
Burthen from the Land, ſome Country Gen- 
ce tlemen ſhould think fit to raiſe theſe three 
Millions upon Commodities, to let the Land 


o free. Firſt, it is to be conſidered, That 
ſince the Public Wants require three Millions, 
and ſo much muſt go into the King's Cof- 


fers, or elſe the Neceſſities of the Govern- 
« ment will not be ſupplied; That for raiſing 


6e theſe 


[ 11 ] 
theſe three Millions on Commodities, and 
bringing ſo much into the Exchequer, there 


muſt go a great deal more than three Mil- 
lions out of the Subjects Pockets. For a 


Tax of that Nature cannot be levied by Offi- 
cers to watch every little Rivulet of Trade, 


without a great Charge, eſpecially at firſt 


"Trial. But "ſuppoſing no more Charge in 
' raiſing it than of a Land-Tax, and that there 
are only three Millions to be paid, tis evi- 
dent, that to do this out of Commodities, 


they muſt, to the Conſumer, be raiſed a 
quarter in their Price; ſo that every Thing, 


to him that uſes it, muſt be a quarter dearer. 


Let us ſee now who at long Run muſt pay 
this Quarter, and where it will light.  *Tis 


plain the Merchant and Broker neither will, 
nor can; for if he pays a Quarter more for 
his Commodities than he did, he will ſell 
them at a Price proportionably raiſed. The 
poor Labourer and Handicraftſman cannot; 
for he juſt lives from Hand to Mouth alrea- 


dy; and all his Food, Cloathing, and Uten- 


ſils coſting a quarter more than they did 
before, either his Wages muſt riſe with the 
Price of Things, to make him live, or elſe 


not being able to maintain himſelf and Fa- 


mily by his Labour, he comes to the Pariſh, 


and then the Land bears the Burthen a hea- 


vier way. If the Labourer's Wages be raiſed 
in proportion to the encreas'd Rates of 
Things, the Farmer, who pays a quarter 


C 2 E more 


t 


E 
« more for his Wages as well as all other 
«© Things, muſt either have his Rent abated, 
e or elſe break and run away in his Land- 


“lords Debt: And ſo the yearly Value of the 


Land is brought down. And who then pays ; 


« adde Tax at the Year' s End but the Landlord? 


+; Whan: Mr. Osborne has ſhown that theſe 
Poſe tions are contrary either to common Senſe 
and Feeling, or that they have not their Foun- 


dation in Experience and the Reaſon of Things, 


I promiſe to become his Convert; but he is 


very much miſtaken in thinking that what 


Mr Locke lays down, is not of any Authority, 


becauſe all the Money or Wealth of the King- | 


dom does not come from Land, or becauſe we 
2 end every Tear vaſtly more Money got by 
. 


ade and Labour, than the Rents of all the 
Lands come to. I conccive Mr Osborne has 


not given himſelf time to conſider, that the 
Lands of Great Britain are only made valu- 
able by the Number of People employ'd in 
foreign and domeſtick Trade, and in the 


Woollen and other the Manufactures of this 


Kingdom ; and conſequently, that the loading 
the Maſs of the Pcople with Taxes, as it muft 
be greatly prejudicial to Trade and Manufa- 


ures, \ Will La banned and whinatrly fall upon 
Land. 


48 „ But, ſays Mr Osborne, the Lands of Eng- 1 
6 and are worth. about twenty Millions a 
— ds | i Year, 
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ec Year, and there are in England about eight 
« Millions of People who are not now main- 
ce tained at a much leſs Expence than 107. a 
e Head, one with another, ſo that we con- 
« ſame at this Time near Eighty Millions, 


« which great Expence muſt be ſupported by 
85 Trade and Labour.” 


1 ſuppoſe Mr Osborne means the Rents of 
the Lands (not the Value of the Produce from 
the Lands) of England are 20 Millions a Vear; 
For, if the Amount of the Produce of the 
Lands was not greater than 20 Millions, it 
would be impoſlible for cight Millions of 
People, conſuming to the value of ten Pounds 
a Head, to be maintained from them; ſince 
of the Imported Commoditics conſumed, in 
this Kingdom, a very little part are Commo- 
dities either abſolutely neceſſary, or convenient 
for Life, and ſince Quantities of our Product, 
as well as our Manufactures are exported. So 
that, tho the Income of the People of Great 
Britain in General be Eighty Millions, which 
may ariſe either from the Rents of Lands and 
Houſes, or from Mines, Minerals, Oc. from 
Money at Intereſt, or from Trade and Labour, 
yet it is from the Produce of the Lands of Eng- 
land this Eight Millions of People are Ke) 
wholly fed, as well as with our own Manu- 
factures that they are chiefly cloathed. There- 
fore this is ſo far from being a Reaſon, not 
fo. tax Lana, but to tax Commodities, whe. 


ther 
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ther uſeful in working up our own Manufa- 


ctuxes, or for the Neceſſaries of Life, or of | 


the Product of our Plantations, or of any Fo- 


reign Countries taken in Exchange for our own 
Product and Manufactures, tho' we could very 


well live without them, that it is the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon that can poſlibly be given, for the 
raiſing of Money by a Tax on Land, and not 


by any Taxes which may aſſect the Trade, 
Manufactures, and Stn] of Great Bri- 1 
tain. | 


It is al! true, as Mr Osborne ſays, 


e That the high Price of Land and all the Im- 
c provements upon it are entirely owing to 
e Trade.” But it is not as true, that the Taxes 


ce which are paid by Tradeſmen can't poſſibly 


< relate to Land.“ Mr Osborne has not given 


a right State of the Caſe, when he ſays, © Sup- 


ee poſe a Tradeſman makes a thouſand a Year 


te of his Buſincſs, ſpends it all, and pays fifty 
« Pounds to the Government for what he con- 
ce ſumes, how does this affect the Land, tis fo 
far from being paid by the Land, that both 
« his Expences, and the Taxes, which are alſo 
«ſpent, enable the Farmer to live better him- 
« ſelf, and to pay higher Rents, and this is 


a 


A 


true in Fact and experienced by thouſands 


« of Gentlemen in England who within theſe 
0 thirty or forty Years, have raiſed their Eſtates 
mo one it RISES 


believe 
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I believe it will puzzle Mr Osborne to ſhew, 


that out of a Thouſand a Year, ſpent by any 


Tradeſman, there is not paid any more than fifty 
Pounds to the Government, by the Conſump- 


tion of Commodities paying Duties of Cu- 


ſtoms and Exciſes, and that Taxes on Trade 
do not affect Land, or that they enable the 
Farmer to live better himſelf, and to pay 
higher Rents. The Queſtion is not, as Mr Os- 


Gbeorne has ſtated it; but it is, Whether Taxes 


which muſt neceſſarily make Labour and Ma- 


nufactures dearer, will not affett the Trade 


and Buſmeſs of this Kingdom, and in the End 
it's Lands; or whether, F there were no ſuch 


high Duties and Impoſitions on Trade, Manu- 
factures and Navigation, the foreign and do- 
meſtic Buſmeſs of this Kingdom would not be 


larger, the Produce of the Lands bear a grea- 
ter Price, and the Lands let at a higher Rent, 


and ſell at more Tears purchaſe : Nor does it 


follow, becauſe ſome Thouſands of Gentlemen 


” have raiſed their Eſtates one Third within 
thirty or forty Tears, that the Rents of the 


Eſtates in general throughout England had 


not riſen much more than they have done, had 


not ſuch high Dutics, within ſuch Time, been 
laid on the Trade, ManufaQtures, and Navi- 


gation, of Great Britain; and it is well, if 


it is not now felt by theſe Gentlemen, that 
the Cauſe of raiſing the Rents of their Eſtates, 


was only owing to the great Price which 


Grain of all kinds bore, for ſo many Years 
together 
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together, particularly during the two Wars, 


occaſioned by the great Armies, kept up in 
moſt European Countries 

When Mr Osborne has given this Matter 
ſome farther Conſideration, I am apt to be- 
lieve, he will ceaſe to pronounce, © That it is 
te the weakeſt thing that can be, to affirm, 
* that Taxes, affecting Trade, Manufactures, 
* and Navigation, muſt neceſſarily fall upon 
e Land;“ fince, to uſe Mr Osborne's own 
Words, „the very Price of the Lands, the 
= Improvements, and good living, and Eſtates 
10 got by Farmers, all ariſe from 7 rade. 


929 Having (ſays Mr Orborne) this ſhewn |! 
e the Abſurdity of that Maxim, that Land muſt 
« pay all Taxes,” which, by the way, is a 
Maxim laid down by no body but himſelf; 
for the Maxim which I have only heard laid 
down, and which I am only concerned to 
maintain, is, that all Taxes, which will affect 
Trade, Manufattures, and Navigation, muſt | 
neceſſarily fall on Land. The Salt-Duty, as 
well as many other Duties of Exciſes and Cu- 
ſtoms, are Taxes, which, as they affect Trade, 
muſt neceſſarily fall on Land. No one, as 1 
know of, has ſaid, that Taxes on Commodi- 7 
ties ſerving for Luxury, will fall on Land. 
What has been ſaid, is not more than what 
is ſaid by Mr Osborne himſelf, when he ſays, | 
that it ought to be a Maxim held inviolably | 
facrea, 2 all wife and good Governments, never | 
160 


TY 


to tax the Neceſſaries of Life, nor the N ecef- 
faries of our Manufattury. 

Mr Osborne muſt be own'd a perfect Maſter 
of Definition, and therefore I with he had de- 
fined the Word Luxury. For though he may 
talk of /aying Taxes on Luxury, I am apt to 
| believe, however we may find him mention- 
ing, Tea, Coffee, Wine, fine Linnen, Cambricks, 
4 other Follies of Life, that he has never 
given himſelf leave to conſider what are really 
Commodities of Luxury in that Senſe where- 
by the Nation can only be hurt. Luxury is as 
well of a public as a private Nature, and may 
as well ruin a Kingdom as a private Family; 
and is a Matter equally as much the Duty of 
the Father of the People to prevent taking 
Root in his Dominions, as it is the Care of 
every private Man, that it ſhall not infect him, 
or any of his Family. For, as it is Luxury in 
every Perſon, who cannot afford it, to cat, 
drink, and wear, what is eaten, drank, and 
wore by another, whoſe Fortune will allow 
his doing it, ſo it is Luxury in a Nation to 
conſume Commodities, not exchanged for it's 
own Product and Manufactures, but paid for 
in Money. It is Luxury in any Number of 
Perſons, whoſe Fortunes will not bear the Ex- 
pence, to drink the Wines of Portugal, and to 
wear the fine Linnens of Germany; but this is 
not a national Luxury, becauſe rhe Wines of 
Portugal, and Linnens of Germany are purcha- 
ſed With the Product and Manufactures of. 


D as Great 
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Great Britain, Private Perſons will certainly 
be undone by continuing to expend in drink- 
ing of Wine, and wearing of fine Linnen, 


what their Fortunes will not allow them to 
do; whereas a Nation will be ſo far from be- 
Ing prejudiced in impoſing Commodities which 


are taken in return for it's own Product and 


ManufaQures, that many and great Advantages 


will neceſlarily ariſe to it from ſuch a Traffick. 
But at the ſame time as this is ſaid, it is ne- 


ceſſary to obſerve, that it is the Duty of thoſe 


who are intruſted with the National Concerns, 


to take Care, that the Value of the Exporta- 
tions may always exceed the Value of the Im- 
portations, and to ſee that there is a Balance 
conſtantly brought into the Kingdom by Trade 
as well in Silver as in Gold. This is as much 
the Buſineſs of thoſe in Power as it is the Bu— 
ſineſs of private Perſons to take Care of them- 


ſelves. When the Public thus is taken care of, 
Great Britain will be in a happy as well as thri- 

ving Condition with reſpect to it's Commerce, 
and there will not be any manner of danger 


of it's being hurt by any Commodities which 
may be imported, tho' they may not ſerve for 


the Neceſſaries, but only to promote the great 
Convenicncies of Life. For, in order to make 


a Kingdom Great and Powerful, it is neceſſary 
that the People ſhould live in Affluence by 


the help of Foreign Trathck, and that the Rulers 
ſhould ſtudy to procure them all the Conveni- 


Encies of Life, with as much Attention as to 
furgiſh 
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furniſh them the Neceſſaries of it. It being 


19 ] 


certain, that were the ſeveral Commodities, 
which ſerve only to promote the Convenien- 


cies of Life, to be prohibited from being con- 


ſumed by the People of Great Britain, this 


Kingdom would ſoon be very miſerable, and 


far from being powerful in proportion to any 
of it's Neighbours. Such a Prohibition would 


greatly leſſen not only the Income of the Sub- 


jects in general, whether ariſing from Lands, 
ManufaQtures, Labour, Arts, or Navigation, but 
alſo the Revenues of the Crown, whether ari- 
ſing from Duties of Cuſtoms and Exciſes, or 
any other Taxes. We ſhould then find little 


of thoſe large mutual Dealings which there is 


at preſent between Traders throughout this 
Kingdom, as well as a very great Decreaſe in 


our Foreign Trade by a Loſs of the greateſt 
Part of our Exportations. That Circulation 


of Wealth, and Increaſe of Income, which 
now ariſes from Dealings, both abroad and at 
home, muſt then in a great meaſure ceaſe. E- 


very Perſon would then depend chiefly on his 


Maintainance from the Produce of his own 
Lands, and raiſe but little more from them than 


will keep him and his Family from ſtarving; and 


as that would be far ſhort of the preſent In- 
come of the Nation, it muſt follow, that the 


Number of Inhabitants muſt decreaſe in Pro- 
portion. 


This brings me to obſerve, that the collect- 
ing of the Dutics on any other Commodities 
LD 2 imported 
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imported into this Kingdom in the ſame man- 
ner as the Duties on Tea, Coffee, and Cocoa 
Nuts, will be greatly prejudicial to the Trade 


of this Country; ſince Experience has ſhewn, 


that this Method of Collection has made eve- 


ry Commodity dearer to the Conſumer; and 
though it may be reaſonable to tax all foreign 


Commoditics imported.into this Kingdom, and 
conſumed in it, yet the true Intereſt of the Na- 
tion is not to tax them to any ſuch Degree as 


to hazard the Loſs of a Trade with any Coun- 
try with whom we have reciprocal Dealings; 

For though we could not continue a Trade 
with France becauſe the French did not take 
from us in return any thing in proportion to 


rac Value we took from them, yct the loading 
the Commodities of other Countries with ſuch 
high Duties, as muſt certainly raiſe their Price, 
will neceſſarily leſſen the Conſumption of ſuch 
Commodities, and in the end occaſion, not on- 


ly the Decreaſe of the Importation of ſuch 
Commodities, but alſo leſſen the Exportation 


of the Product and ManufaQures of Great Bri- 
tain; ſince it is certain there is no Country 


that hath not Mines of Gold and Silver, that 
can long continue to take the Commodities 


of other Countries, unleſs they in return take a 


proportionable Quantity of their Product or 
Manufactures. 


Theſe are Conſiderations always to be born 
in Mind by thoſe in Power, ſince there is no- 


thing more certain than that where a People have 
a Genius 


N 
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a Genius for Trade, and a Situation adapted to it, 


the more Men there are in any ſuch Country, 


the more it's Commerce will flouriſh; and the 


more Commerce flouriſhes, the more the Num- 


ber of it's Inhabitants will be increaſed. 
Thus much I thought neceſſary to ſay, that 


tit may be ſeen, how very difficult it will be to 


frame any Scheme, whereby to raiſe any con- 


ſiderable Sum of Money, more than is raiſed 


at this time, on any Commodities which are 


Commodities of Luxury in a National Senſe; 
and what a very great Blow may be given to 


our foreign Traffick, by raiſing any greater Sum 


of Money on ſuch Commodities which are not 
Commodities of Luxury, but only promote the 


Conveniencies of Lite; but notwithſtanding, 


Jam fo far from agreeing, with Mr Osborne, 
to enter upon any new Meaſure to Exciſe 


French Wines, French Brandies, French Linnens, 


and French Silks, or any other Commodities 
- purchaſed with Money, and which are not Ne- 


ceſſaries of Manufactury, that I am for prohi- 


biting the Conſumption of ſuch Commodities, 


as well as Tea, & c. becauſe they drain the Na- 


tion of ſo much Money as the Amount of the 


firſt Coſt, which is paying exceſlive Intereſt to 
raiſe Money in Support of the Government 


whereas, this not being the Cale of any other 
Commodities allowed to be conſumed in this 


Kingdom, I am. not for taking the ſame Mea- 
ſures, becauſe ſuch Commodities are general- 


ly purchaſed with the Product and Manufa- 


ctures 
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Qures of Great Britain, it's Plantations, and 
Eaſt-India Goods, whereby very great Em- 
ployment is given to our own People, and our 
own Ships, and very conſiderable Sums of Mo- 
ney brought into the Public Revenue. 


When Mr Osborne has re-conſidered his Pa- 


per, I am apt to believe he will find, that he has 


been lay ing down a Scheme for raiſing Money, 
which, was it to be rendred effectual, would 
not raiſe one Farthing extraordinary, and that 


his ſaying, © When all our Taxes are thus rai- | 


4 ſed. by a General Exciſe upon all the Super- 
tc fluities of Life, and the Neceſſaries never touch- 
« ed, the Farmers will live better, and pay their 


A 


* Rents better too, the Landlord will be in a 


«© much better Condition, and our Trade in a 


* more flouriſhing State by our being able to 
ce live, work, and ſell cheaper,” is only a man- 


ner of talking without any Meaning, and will 


be ſo far from anſwering theſe Ends, that it 


will have a quite contrary Effect. He might have 


as juſtly laid down, that Gold is to be extracted 
out of Dung. | 


Thus, in the Words of Mr 8 have I 


impartially conſidered the Nature of Taxes, and 


ſhewn how the Landed Intereſt muſt neceſſa- 
rily be affected by all Taxes which are laid on 
Trade, Manufacture, and Navigation; and that 
it is the Intereſt of the Frecholders to raiſe any 
Money, which may be hereafter wanted for 


He 

the Goverment, by a Tax on Land, rather than 

by creating any new Duties of Exciſe. 
The foregoing Remarks on Mr Osborneèe's 

Paper of the 24th of June laſt, had probably 

never been printed, had Mr Osborne not de- 

parted from the Declaration he made to Gen- 


tlemen in Trade, that he would not, upon 


any Conſideration, how ſtrongly ſoever, or 


by whomſoever requeſted, put Pen to Paper 
in Defence of any new Exciſes, or any Ex- 


2 tenſion of the Exciſe Laws. It is at the Re- 
= queſt of one of the Gentlemen to whom he 


made this Declaration, that they are now 


printed, from his Belief that the publiſhing 
them will be of ſervice in expoſing the Ig- 
norance of thoſe who talk as well as write, 


of raiſing Four or Five Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds a Year by Exciſing Wines and Tobacco, 
over and aboye what is now raiſed on theſe 
Commodities under the preſent manner of 
Collection at the Cuſtom-Houſe. I fear thoſe 
Gentlemen who think of raiſing any ſuch Sum 


of Money, by altering the Collecting of the 


Duties on Wines and Tobacco, have not con- 
ſidered who are the Perſons to pay this ex- 
traordinary Sum; and are ignorant of the very 
great Importations of Wines from Spain, Por— 


tugal, and other Countries; and how little all 


other Nations take from, and conſume of, 
the Wines of theſe Countries, in proportion to 
dodurſelves; and of the Quantities of, Tobacco 
produced in F irgrni and Maryland, and Im- 


ported 
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ported into this Kingdom, where only by Law 
they can be Imported; and what part of ſuch 


Tobacco Imported is conſumed in this King- 
dom, and what Part Re-exported to Foreign 


Countries, how, and in what manner, Wines 
Imported (except from France) and the To- 
bacco's from Virginia and Maryland, are an- 


ſwered and paid for; and what is the Number 


of Ships employ'd in carry ing out the Pro- 


duct and ManufaQtures of this Kingdom to 


Spain, Portugal, Italy, Virginia, and Mary- 
land, and in bringing back only Wines and 
Tobacco; The Credit.given by the Merchant 
trading in Wines and Tabacco, and the Narure 
and Extenſion of the Dcalings in theſe two 


Commodities. 


If the Land-Tax of One Shilling in the 


Pound, as the Miniſterial Writers lo loudly 
declare, is of ſo great Eaſe to the whole Land- 
ed Intereſt, I ſhould be glad to be informed, | 
whether the Sum of Four or Five Hundred 


Thouſand Pounds a Year will not be a very 
great additional Load of Expence upon the 


Perſons conſuming Wines and Tobacco. I 
believe thoſe Perſons who are the Conſumers 


of Wincs and Tobacco find the Duties pro- 


duced by theſe Commodities no ſmall Sum in 


their Articles of Expences already, and when 

an additional Expence falls upon the Conſu- 
mers, which an Exciſe will neceſſarily occa- 
lion by railing the Price of Wines and To- 
bacco, they will then find their annual Ex- 
pence much larger, = But 


25 


But ſhould the preſent Conſumers of Wines 


and Tobacco not inlarge the Articles of their 
Expences in theſe Commodities, when this 


Alteration is made, there muſt be a propor- 
tionable Number of more People, than thoſe 
conſuming Wines and Tobacco at this time, 
ro pay this extraordinary Sum of Four or Five 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds a Year ; and ſup— 
poſing this very great Increaſe of the Revenue 


ariſe by preventing Frauds now practiſed, then 


the Perſons practiſing them muſt gain ſo 
much leſs, and the Perſons now expending the 
Wines and Tobacco ſo fraudulently Enter'd 
and Run, muſt pay ſo much more for the 


Wines and Tobacco they may conſume. lam 


far, by this Suppoſition, from allowing, that 
any Perſons ſhould be permitted to be Gain- 


ers by fraudulent Practices, and to be Buyers 
of ſuch Goods for their own Conſumption at 


a much lower Rate than thoſe of their Fellow- 
Subjects, who purchale Wines and Tobacco 
of the fair Trader; 1 mean no more by it 
than to ſhew, that Four or Five Hundred Thou— 
ſand Pounds a Year, (if the Revenue ſhall be 
1ncrealed ſo much, which in the Nature of 
things is impoſſible) muſt come only out of 
the Pockets of a Number of Individuals con- 


ſuming Wines and Tobacco, who may pro- 


bably be, the greateſt part of them, not lo 
well able to bear their Proportion of this ad- 
ditional Tax, as the Owners of the Lands, 
Hereditaments and Perſonal Eſtates of Great 


1 Britain 
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Britain arc each able to bear an additional 
Land-Tax of one Shilling in the Pound ; for 
there is no one who is Owner of Land, or 
has a perſonal Eſtate at Intereſt, and has the 
clear Rent or Income to himſelf, but is able 
to pay a Tax of Two Shillings in the Pound 
on Land, whereas thoſe who drink Wine and 
ſmoak Tobacco. will not be able to conſume 
ſo much of theſe Commodities, when they 
Mall be raiſed one Third or one Fourth in 
Price, which muſt neceſſarily be the Conſe- 
quence of putting them under an Exciſe. I 
wiſh an End was put to all fraudulent Practi- 
ces, not only in the Importation or Exporta- 
tion, the Landing, Re-ſhipping and Running 
of Wines and Tobacco, but all other Com- 
modities; yet, I can by no means approve the 
doing it by entring into any Meaſures which 
may be deſtructive of Trade and Liberty, which 
the People of Great Britain almoſt unani- 
mouſly declare, muſt neceflarily be the Caſe by 
an Alteration in the collecting of the Duties 
on Wines and Tobacco from Cuſtoms into 
Freie ä 
If then this be the almoſt unanimous Decla- 
ration of the People of Great: Britain, one 
would reaſonably imagine, that it is a ſtrong 
Objection not to proceed on the Scheme. It 
certainly is a Reaſon, that unleſs it can be 
ſhewn to a Demonſtration that the Alteration 
will not only put an End to all fraudulent 
Practices in running of Wines and Tobacco, 
| but 


""T #71 

but raiſe an additional Sum to the Revenue, 
Without bringing any Danger to Liberty, that 
it ought not to be Entred upon; ſince it ap- 
pears, by the Accounts delivered by the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms to the Lords of thge 
Treaſury, that the Nett Produce of the Duties 

of Cuſtoms on Wines and Tobacco in this 
Part of Great Britain called England, only, 
has amounted at a Medium of Scyen Years 

from Chriſtmas 1724, to Chriſtmas 1731, to 
Seven Hundred and Forty Thouſand Pounds 4 
Teatr. 

This is a very large annual Income, conſi- 
dering it ariſes from only two Species of Com- 
modities imported into this Part of Ereat Bri- 
train, and ſuch a Revenue that thoſe who are 
Guardians of the Commerce, as well as the 
Liberty of the People of Great Britain, ſhou'd 
be very carcful of preſerving to a Nation, load- 
ed with a Debt of upwards of Fifty Millions, 
and of not entring into any Meaſures that 
may decreaſe theſe Branches of the Revenue 
by the leflening the Importations of Wines and 
Tobacco, which Decreaſe of Importation muſt 
neceſlarily leſſen the Exportatioa of the Pro- 
duct and Manufactures of this Kingdom to 
Spain and Portugal, and to the Proviaces of 
Virginia and Maryland. 

If the ee propoſed to be altered was 
a Revenue which brought in an annual Income 
of ſuch a Sum as Ten or Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds, and by ſuch Alteration it was calcu- 
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lated that the Revenue would be increaſed ei- 
ther Fifteen or Thirty Thouſand Pounds, there 
might be no reaſonable Objection againſt try- 


ing ; the Experiment, provided the Propoſal for 


doing it was not likely to be dangerous to Li- 


berty ; but when the Method propoled may 


be dangerous both to the Trade and Liberty 
of Britons, and is intended to alter a Revenue 


producing Seven Hundred and Forty Thouſand 
Pounds, it is too great an Experiment in Pru- 


dence to be try'd; eſpecially when the Accounts 


from the Cuſtom-Houle delivered to the Lords 


of the Treaſury ſhew, That theſe Branches of 


the Revenue do not decreaſe, and that the Sei- 


zures of Wines and Tobacco at a Medium of 


Seven Yeats, from Chriſtmas 1724, to Chriſt- 
mas 1731, do not amount to more than Two 
Thouſand Four Hundred Edt © Five Pounds 
a Year, 

Therefore, unleſs it can demonſtrably be 
ſhewn, that this propoſed Alteration of colle&- 


ing the Duties will bring a very great annual 


Income to the Revenue, more than theſe two 
Commodities have produced in Nett Money 
at a Medium of Seven Years, from Chriſtmas 


1724, to Chriſtmas 1731, and how, and in 


what manner, this annual Increaſe will ariſe, it 
ought not to have the Sanction of the Legi- 


flature; and l preſume to believe, more will be 


judged neceſſary to be produced to ſhew the 
Revenue will bc increaſed by ſuch Alteration, 
than barely poſitive Allertions and general Aſ- 


lurances, 
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ſurances, without any certain Calculations and 
indiſputable Facts in proof of what is advanced. 
It ought to be demonſtrated by Calculations 
and Facts, reduced into Writing, and which 
| will bear the ſtricteſt and moſt exact Examina- 

tion. | 
| This I conceive abſolutely neceſſary, it be- 
ing a Matter of much more Concern to the 
Welfare and Proſperity of the Nation than the 
South. dea Scheme could poſſibly appear to any 
Man living at the Time it was propoſed to 
public Coſideration; and unleſs this be done, 
and time given to Gentlemen to conſider this 
propoſed Alteration very fully and carefully, 
by conſulting with ſuch Perſons on the Occaſion, 
as they may judge capable of adviſing them in 
| forming a Judgment in ſo great and impor- 
tant an Affair, it ſeems to me almoſt impoſ- 
ſible for Gentlemen to make any right Deter- 
mination. I am very ſure, this is an Affair of 
ſo much Concern and Importance to the well- 
being of this Nation, that it requires, that the 
People's Repreſentatives give the greateſt At- 
tention to the Conſideration of it. For, if 
only a little Increaſe to the Revenue ſhould 
ariſe from it, that will be of very little Ad- 
vantage to the Public; whereas, if any conſi- 
derable Decreaſe in the Revenue ſhould be oc- 
caſioned by it, very fatal Conſequences may 
probably attend the Nation from it. This is cer- 
tain, that in the preſent Circumſtances and Si- 
tuation of this Kingdom with reſpect to it's 


Commerce 


9 
Commerce and Credit, it's Debts and Taxes, 


whatever Sum can poſſibly be brought in by 
this Scheme, can never poſſibly countervail 


Dy its Deren. 
Theſe are Points highly deſerving the Con- 


the Diſadvantage which may ariſe to the Nation 


ſideration of the Wiſdom of the Nation, and 
are mentioned without any regard to the Dan- 


ger which this Scheme may bring to Liberty 
in the Election of Members of Parliament, by 


the Power which muſt neceſlarily be delegated 
to the Crown, or thoſe Perſons who are in- 
veſted with the Miniſterial Authority; and as, 
notwithſtanding the exceſſive Duties and Im- 
poſitions which have long been on the foreign 


and domeſtic Trade of this Kingdom, this Na- 


tion has greatly increaſed in it's Commerce, 
and inlarg'd its Plantations, and at the ſame 
time ſeveral Branches of it's Revenues have 
been advanced, it is ſubmitted, how proper it 
may be to make any Alteration, in the man- 


ner, as well of Men's Dealings, as in the Col- 
lecting of the Duties on Wines and Tobacco; 


ſince, if the Alteration propoſed ſhall not an- 
{wer by increafing the Revenue, it is a Matter 


not eaſily to be retrieved, and it is very clear 
to me, that the propoſed Alteration will never 
anſwer to the Public, becauſe the Conſequence 


muſt neceſſarily be the raiſing the Price of 


Wines and Tobacco to the Cuſtomer, and 
conſcquently decreaſe the Importation and 
Conſumption of theſe Commodities. 

8 — I in- 


1 


I intended to have added ſome other Con- 


ſiderations, but my Time not permitting me 


to do it, I ſhall make my Readers ample amends 


by concluding with the following Quotation 
from Mr De Witt. 
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te The Truth! is, when we conſider all thoſe 
heavy Burdens upon the Merchandize and 


Manufactures of Holland, and on the o- 


ther hand, that we can in no wiſe ſubſiſt 


© long without them, I cannot ſufficiently 
wonder at that Folly; for it is too nice. and 
and tickliſ a Caſe to lay any Reſtraints 


upon the Mouth through which all Nou- 


riſhment muſt paſs into the Body. Weought 


to ſuſpe and be jealous of all things which 


have any Tendency either to bereave or 


ſtraiten us of Life, eſpecially, ſeeing we 


can fail but once, and thoſe that gueſs at 
all Things are apt to Miſtake. Perhaps 


it may be ſaid, that Neceſlity juſtifies all 


Things, and that the Wars brought a Fear 
upon us of loſing both Country and Trade 


at once. Indeed, "be that is ſtraitned by Wa- 


ter or Fire, will leap through the Fire, or 
catch hold of a naked Sword, to ſave his 


Life; but they muſt be Fools, when there is 


no ſuch Neceſlity, that will ſuffer their Bo- 


dies to be harmed by Sword or Fire. If it 
be granted, that the forementioned Means 
of Subſiſtance, namely, Fiſhing, ManufaQuu- 


ry, Trathck, and Freight of Ships, are ſo ne- 


„ ceſſary 
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